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52.  AFFAIRS OF MINA. THE SAME TO THE SAME. 3 FEBRUARY
I5331-
Count and friend. I the king send you greetings___Thank
you very much for the news, which you send me, about the
caravels from Mina. It appears well that they should not carry
more than ten thousand dobras; it will be for the reasons which
you have written. Hereafter, I hope that they may carry the
quantity which in the past in the time of Esteva da Gama they
used to carry; and, furthermore, I strongly recommend you to
order care to be taken for the provision of Mina. And now,
since the contract of pepper is ended, in which Francisco Lobo
has one thousand quintals, you are to conclude the contract of
the merchandise for Mina, as it was ordered and as you think
it best for my service.
The king
[On the reverse] By the king.
To dom Amtonio d'Ataide, Count of Castanheira, chancellor
of the royal exchequer.
53,   THE SAME TO THE SAME. 2 SEPTEMBER I5332.
Count and friend. I the king send you greetings as one whom
I dearly love. Here I have seen some notes, which Jorge da
Costa made, about the commodities of trade which are trans-
ported from the islands of Cabo Verde and Samtiago and the
island of Fogo in the ships which proceed to Guinee; and as
some of the said commodities, which he notes therein, seem to
be greatly to my interest, I have ordered him to go there, so
that you may be informed about it and see the said notes which
he carries; accordingly, I strongly recommend you to examine
them with those officers, and discuss them with them and with
persons whom you think ought to be conversant with this
matter, listening carefully to the said Jorge da Costa in regard
to everything contained therein; and after having received a
report from him and having discussed the said notes, you are
1 Ford, pp. 84-5. Extract, translated.
> Ford, p. 132. Translated.